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PAMILIARITY WITM SCRIPTURE- 


PaRADOXtcaL as it may seem, our very 
familiarity with scripture, and the fre- 
quency with which we read it, is one of 
the principal reasons, why we do not sn- 
alerstand it any better.» The Bible is put 
into our hands, as soon as we can read ; it 
is used 98 a class-book im our gchools, (we 
capm. Sut think injudiciously,) 5 d it is read 
conway in families, at least sathose that 
make any pretensions to religion. - The con. 
_.equence is, that we become familiar with 
“he phraseology of scripiure long by °» we 
have attamed an age, when itis to be « act- 
* ‘ed, that we should read any book underatand- 
ingly. Our first knowledge of scripture, 
therefore, is merely a knowledge by rote— 
an acquaintance with the words without any 
apprehension of their meaning, or any regard 
to their meaning. Of course when these 
words recur to us, afterwards, they suggest, 
‘no ideas, baving never been associated - with 
avy in our mindg. 

I know that when we are familiar with the 

of. beok, we are very apt to 
suppose that equally fomiliar withers: 
meaning ; but this by no means necessarily 
follows. On the contrary, our familiarily 
with the fanguageé and phraseology of a book 
often leads us tooverlook its meaning. For 
when we read a book for the first time, the’ 
very circumetante, that the language is not 
familiar, compels usto pay an attention to 
the reading of it; which makes it impossible, 
that we should sot keep up, in some degree 
at least, the tram of thought. But when we 
have become familiar with the language of 
the book, this attention is not Mecessary and 
is not paid. The language suggests itself 
mechanically, and the ideas are but little 
thought of. This isthe way in which the Bi. 
bie is too often read ; so that | am persuaded, 
if we were not so familiar with its language, 
or, in other words, if the reading of it were) 
not so easy to us, we sbould read it more un- 
deratandingly, and to greater profit. __ 
A little observation convince every | 
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persons, Whose heeds are full of teats of scrip 
ture, Who are continually applying these 
lexté—-applying them, too, commonly, with 
corgectness, and sometimes with great appo- 
sitepess, who yet do not consider the mean- 
ing of the texts they thus use, and much less 
the general scope of the passages in which 
are found? They these familiar 
just as we hear men ase famiiiar ex. 
ions in common conversation—expres- 

f courtesy and general fegard—with- 
out' considering their meaning at the time, 
knowing what they mean, bot only 
that they mean something, and that 
they are expressions, which custom has made 
it proper to introduce on such and such occa- 
i bam confident, that those who are 
lest to quote scripture, are not al- 
the wisest to understand it, Their 
ledge cf scripture extends to the lan- 
‘of scripture, bat no further, and no 
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The preceding remarks lay operthe trae 
cate, why so many well disposed christians 
regplasly read their chapter in their B jble, 
and ap perhaps repeat it afterwards from 
memory, without, however, having a single 
idea pass through their miods during the 
whole process. Itisall done by rote. And 
if the very same chapter were subsequently 
read to them by another person in a pointed 
and forcible manner, it would seem to them 
as altogether new ; and iPthey were them- 
selves to read it in another translation, though 
conveying precisely the same ideas, it would 
sound to them as another gospel. So much 
are nen carried away by words. 

Here, too, we fine the reafons, why men who 
change their opinions from those in which 
they had been educated, commonly boast of 
baving their eyes opered to understand the 
scriptures, hitherto a sealed book to them — 
The fact is simply this. In conscqueace of 
changing their opinions they are ied to think, 
and discriminate, aod search the scriptures 
win @ View to support the opinions, which 
they have just adopted; and in reading the 





one, thut méfi’s real Fnowledge of scripture 
is not in proportion to their acquaintance with | 
its phraseology, How ofien do we meet wilh! 


Bible, therefore, they do make it a point to 
affix some meaning to what they read, right or 
wroug, Which is more than they ever did be- 
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Frov * shat has-t whose death was a sa€Tifice for the good of 
meat bézeard dhider tins head, | am convinced | mankind. Accompany your chi'dren in the 
that 2 eh of the vagueness and, con!aifon in | ung of the Gospels; cause them to dwell 
the mds of men rezpectiag the realsmpc >on (hose parts which they can best ander- 
of scripture is ow'ng to the frequency with | stand, aed which moet strikingly illustrate the | 


which they read it, and to their fadiartly| 
wi'fi its peculiar phraseology: and if ¢ could | 
bes s0, that amaa should never see a Bile uo- | 
til he waa twenty years old, and then come to 
the reading of it without-any notion of ils con- 
tents, afd therefore, without any preposses 
sione, I'do firmly betieve, that from one care- 
ful perusal of it he would acquire atiearer 
and better aaderstanding of the book, than ts, 
uanally attained at that age, though the book 
may have been read, at least.the most import- 
ant parts of it, several-times. [.etme not, 
however, be understood to object against a 
frequent reading of the Scriptures, or against 
their being put very early into the hands of. 
children. Many. very important benéits re- 
sult from this, | know, far more that sufii- 
cient to counterbalance any evils, thit may 
grow outofit. But I do wish that Chiistians 
may be apprised of the danger there #, that 
their very familiarity with the langmge of 
scripture, may lead them to readit without 
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feature’ of ous Laord’s characier. Their ten-| 


der hearts wili ‘bern within them,’ when 
they read that be went about continuaily doing 
good, and yet oftea had not where to jay bis 
head ; that be was reviled by those, whom 
he was warning of danger, and trying to lead 
to repentance ; that at last he was betrayed 
to his enemies by one of twelve to whom he 
bad. shewa especial kindness, and deserted by 


| all the rest; that he was carried by a Tuffian 


mob. before a corrupt judge, falsely ven ali 


| without evidence condemned and given over 


toinsult and an igaominious death ; scourged, 
arrayed in robes of mock royalty, hooted at, 
spit upon, and then, exbaasted with. fatigue 
and suffering, hurried away amidst the shouts 
of the rabble and hanged upon the accarsed 
tree. Their tender hearts will bleed at the 
recital of what he endured. And they will 
love him when they read how much good'be 
did, healing the sick, giving sight to.the blind, 
hearing to the deaf, speech to the dumb, 
feet to the lame ;—how affectionate he was, 





From Christian Disgple : 
CHILDREN MAY BE TAUGHT TO LOVE THE 
SCRIPTURES, 


You may very. easily interest children in 
the Bible, that treasury of wisdom, if you are 
judicious in sel the portions you read 
to them, or.direct them.to.read.. By requir- 
ing them to peruse every part, you may make 
that a dull task, which sheuld be a pleasure. 
Mach of the Bible must.be wholly. uointelligi. 
ble to children, and therefore may as well not 
be read by them. But narrative and.biogra- 
phy at once attract them, and what ¢an be 
more instructive and touching than the parra- 
tives and biographies centained in the sacred 
volume. There is the biatory of Abraham, 
whose faith is a proverb; & the story.of Joseph 
which no one can read without emotion ;_ the 
book of Esther, in which a variety of Charac- 
ters are presented ; and the book of Huth, 
where we hisve a most toushing example of 
filialpiety ia her, and a fine specimen of deli- 
cate courtesy in her kinsman Boaz. I[ might 
mention many more; bat I hasten to the New 


grave of Lazarus, and on the cross in the 
midat of bis anguish he remembered his moth. 
er, spake a word of comfort to her. disconso- 


his beloved disciple. Etery part of Christ’s 
character is adapted to awaken reverence and 
love, and can hardly fail to prodace this ef- 
fect,when presented properly to the mind of 
a child. 

Our Lord’s mode of instruction is certainly 
very attractive. His parables give delight, 
long dDefore they can be fully understood. The 
good Samaritan,the Prodigal son,for instance 
are Captivating little stories, apart from the 
important lessons they were intended to teach. 
Thus with a little pains you may easily. select 
for your children those portions.of the sacred 
volume, which -will at once. interest them ; 
and so fraught with wisdom is every part, that 
while they are entertained, their hearts will 
be made betters: | 

Haviag acquired in eafly life a love of 
reading in this sacred volume, they will after- 
wards be more eager to investigate those 








Testament, in which is dejineated the char: 


| parte which are less easily understood. ~ 















how quick to sympathize in the sorrows’ of. 
others ; he wept with Mar¥iand Martha at the | 


late beart and commended her to the care of | - 
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Rewieious INSTRUCTION. 


Ir must of course rest with every head of 
a family, to assign such portion of t:mé for 
religious instruction, as he or she may think 
best. But they who appropriate no time to 
this object, are blame worthy beyond meas- 
nre, and wholly without excuse ; for howev- 
er pressing may be theavocations of the week, 
the Sabbath affords many hours, which may 
be devoted to this purpose, hoars which oth- 
erwise will be worse than wasted. Children | 
are naturally active, and love employment of | 
body or mind ; they are naturally inquisitive | 
and loveto learn. It is cruel to iet them 
pass the Sabbath in vacant idleness. No day 
in the week, is 80 wearisome as Sunday is in 
families where all religious exercises are neg- 
fected; & no day is sodelightfully happy as 
this, when it is spent without austerity in 
useful reading, edifying conversation and 
exercises of devotion. 
Formal religious instructions are too fre- 
quently offered to youth ina manner so un- 
gracious, as neither tocommand their atten. 
tion, nor conciliate their liking ; and so too, 
devotion is vo often accompanied with an ap- 
pearance of gloom, aa to be repulsive and for- 
bidding. These, who would induce their 
children to love religion, must love it them- 





| 


gloom about them—their countenances will 
be benign, and they manners affectionate. 
The instruction of sech persons will not be a 
mere matter of fora ; for they feel deeply the 
importance of whatthey would inculcate, and 
there is therefore a jender earnestness iu their 
manner, that cannat fail to touch the hearts 
of those, to whom they address themselves. 


+o 
CHRISTIAN MORALITY. 


From the time of the apostles up to the 
present hour, whenever and wherever Christ 
‘has been preached, with earnestness and in 
simplicity, it has never failed to have an ef- 
fect upon the hearts of men. To individuals 
‘it has been a voice of warning, counsel, en- 
couragement, and consolation. It has also 
had an influence upon governments and laws, 
upon public.opinion and pablic institu‘ions, | 
and furnished society withits best, and, may 





we nol aay, its only secority against the count- | 
Jess evils and dangers, to which our social | 
eing is exposed. 
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sed resulis are only to be 
proper preaching of Christ; 
ve preaching is truly and peeni- 
s Mere moral lectures, which 
silosopher might bave preached 
W ill not answer; nor will pomp of 
words or of wisdom; nor ingenious and sabtle 
disquititions respecting the foundation of 
moralf, or the fitness.of things, or the beauty 
of viriue, or the counsels of a mere worldly 
pradence, All this may be very well in its 
lace, and it need not be entirely excluded 
rom Pie ~aipit; but it is not preaching Christ; 
«ad that minister will find himself to have sad- 
ly erted, who depends upon it mainly for suc- 
cess.) We find none of it in the discourses of 
the Saviour—none of it in the preaching of the 
apostles. It was not by such means, that Chris- 
tianity was established, or the Reformation 
begun; aor is it by such means, even at the 
present day, and notwithstanding all the 
changgas that have taken place, that interest 
ana popularity can be given to any systemof 
doctrines, or the bulk of any congregation be 
kept awake, or their souls saved from death. 
Morakity, it is true, must be preached, and 
moratty chiefly, & almost exclusively ;but it 
must be christian morality —a morality found- 
ed on christian principles, guarded by cbris- 
tian sgnctions, and breathing a christian spirit 
—a morality, which is the fruit, or rather the 
expression, of faith—a morality, which Jooke 
for its principal motives, encouragements, and 
examples to the Scriptures—a morality, like 
that inculcated in the Sermon on the Mount, 
of the affections, and thoughts, and soul—not 
a morality of convenience, or mere good na- 
ture, or temporary expedients; but one of 
convicuon and fixed principle—a morality 
including not only our duties to our fellow 
men, but our duties to our Saviour and our 
God ; the duties of piety, and devotion, and 
worship—a morality, not of earth, earthy ; 
but of heaven, heavenly—not confined in its 
authority or prospects to the world we live in, 
nor to the narrow bounds of mortal life and 
mortal experience ; but connecting the crea- 
ture with the Creator, earlh with heaven, 
time with eternity, and stretching itself out, 
in all its obligations, motives and consequen- 
ces, from everlasting to everlasting. This 
is the morality which we should preach; and 
in preaching it we preach Christ,—* Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of God ” 


Rev. J. Walker's Instatlation Sermon. 
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BOW SUALL A MAN SATISFY HIMSELF THAT HE 
1S A CHRISTIAN. 


Twernare many tests of Christian stands 
ing presented in the New Testament, differs 
ing according to the circumstances of those 
to whom. they are applied, which it might be 
useful to every one to collect and aceanmo- 
date to bis own case, But there is none so 
often repeated, and with so much emphasis 
as that of obedience. Ye are my frends, 
esid our Lord, 1f YE DO WHATSOEVER 1COM- 
MAND you. This saying of Jesus & the 
more deserving our regard, becatiselil wae 
solemnly uttered during bis last interview 
with his disciples on the night ee suf- 
fered, and jhe evinced his sense of itsimpor. 
tance by repeating it though in a varied form 
not less than five several times. I/ it were 
a sure and sufficient test for his disciples at 
that time it must be so for ali others. 

It..is true, thaton the same occasion he 
told them, By this shall all meo know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to anoth- 
er, Tothe same purpose the Apostle John, 
By this do we know that we have passed 
from death unte life, because we love the breth- 
ren’ These passages would seem toimply, 
that the eure test of Christian standing ts 
brotherly. love. But brotherly love is one 
of the commandments of Christ, even his new 
and special commandment. It is therefore 
included in the text which | quoted ; and | 
this ie better as a universal guide; because 
more comprehensive, comprising every otb- 
er rule or guide which might be selected or 
named. It coincides alse with the whole 
spirit and purpose of the New Testament. 
‘and with the most frequently repealed dec- 
ldrations both of our Saviour and the Apos- 
tles. When the young Ruler inquired, Good 
master, what shall I do that I may have 
éternal life; our Lord’s answer was, Keep 
ihe commandments. When told thet his 
mother and brethren desired to zeehim, he 
replied, Whois my mother, or my brethren ? 
Whosoever shall do the will of God, the same 
ie my sister and brother und mother. He de- 
elared, that the man who. heareih and doeth 
his sayings, islike him who buotids his house 
upon a rock, which nothing can overtbrow ; 
and that itis he only who doeth the wil! of his 
Father, who shall enter the kingdom of Ueav- 
en. Tothe same purpose the apostie Paat ; 
noithe hearers of the law, but the doers of it 
shall be justified. And again, he says, that 








eternal life is promised to those wlio seek x | 


ee 
by patient continuance in well doing. Passages: 
of this import might be greatly multiplied, 
which would prove that the test | have select 
ed is but the echo of the wniversal doctrine of 
the gospel. 

It recommends itself also by its simplicity 





and easy application, a8 weli as by the stress | 


laid upon ut by our Lord and the Apostles.-. - 


Inthe work of self examination it directs the | 


mindatence. It leaves no rvom for shuffling 
of evasion, but presents a direct home quee- 
tion. We ean be at no loss how to put it, or 
how to ascertain the reply. Itis o@ a powt 
which admits of evidence, clear, distinct, pos- 


itive, undeniable evidence. There is no es- | 


capiug by means of the obscurity of the thing 
inquired for, through any vagueness or equiv- 
ocation. Bet, Have 1 kept the command- 
ments, dol do whatsoever [am commardet', 
are questions so intelligible, plain and poitt- 
ed, that we are compelled to see their mean- 
ing and feel the reply. 


In all these respects, how greatly bas this 
an advantage over those tests, which are 
sometimes used for determining our Christian 
standing. If it be certain doctrines; we 
could not be certain, amidst the uaavoidable 
differenees of those who evea most nearly 
agree, that we held them in the right sense, 
or that theywere altained with sufficient 
fairness of inq niry, or are accompanied by ai 
their right consequences. If it be certain 
feelings ; they are something which we can 
not define, or express in words, or measure 
by any determinate stendard, and Which 
may be mixt with a thousand undetected 
imperfections. If it be certain ceremo- 
nies or observances, of a comparison of 
oorselves with other mén, or any past ex- 
perience of religton ; it it obvious that they 
are all very fallacioas and uncertain, an 
leave never failing room for doubt, uneasiness 
and. apprehension. 


But when we come to the test of keepin 
the commandments, all is clear, settled an 
unambiguous. It iz only to know what the 





are, which is easily known, and the questior 


is answered as soon asit isasked. Aoy mat 
who looks at bis lifeand character, can tcl 
whether he has kept the commandments o 
not. Nothing but the most criminal careless 
ness 3nd enfaithfulness can prevent his dis 
covering it, 

It should be coneidered too, that this ie th 
only test which is at all difficalt, or amoant 
to an -actual trial. External homage, 
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whatever sort, is easy. The hypecrice can 
give it. Inflamed zea! may be soperficial, o: 
constitutional, or unganct fied patsion.— 
Modes of faith may be, and most commonly 





ery Christian feeling, desire and dispusition 
are 48 much compreheaded in them, as so- 
briely of deportment, and horesty in deal- 
ings) hey are all, consequently, compri- 


are, the mechanicak result of education or|sed jp that test of christian standing which 


circumstances. They are given a man by 
his parents and teachers, not by his own el- 
forts or by the scriptures. There are very 
few of whom it is not evident, that if educa- 
ted in a different way and with other com- 
panioas, they would have hclda different 
taith. These things, therefore, leave uncer- 
tain, the real state »nd character of a man. 
But odedrence ia by his own pergonal effort 
and trtzl, oftentimes demanding severe and 
iolsome iabor, and, requiring oceasion: 
ai sacrifices aud privations, which demon- 
strate his ssacerity, and the strength of his 
principle, and put beyond question the sub 
mission of his soulto God. ‘There can be no 
doubt concerning the man whose odedience 
is uniform and universal. 

Besides ; this rele which I have borrowed 
from our Lord, short as it is, 18 far more com- 
prehensive tt.:n any other. It embraces ev- 
ery thing. it omits nothing. Not a ques- 


tien concerning Christian character or duty 


can arise. which this does not embrace.— 
And here it is important to prevent misap- 

rehension. When we say that a Christian 
is known by his keeping the commandments,— 
there’ are manf tady to object to the asser- 


tiov, and say thal the standard is altogether 
insufficient ; that this is going no deeper 


than the outside; that this is neglecting in- 
ternal principle gnd purity ; for that the com- 
mandments ma 


Christian epiritualily. 


But thia objection appearsto be wholly 
We consider, that the 
internal principle isas macha part of the 
commandment, as the outwaid action, and 
that no man keeps the commandments of the 


founded in mistake. 


gospel, who obgerves only their external re- 
quirements. 


pure and the motive good. 


al conduct. 
faith, repentance, hamihty, heavenly minded- 


ress, spiritual mindedness, and every holy 


thought and exalted spiritual exercise. Ev- 


be kept from world!y mo- 
tives, by a man who possesses nothing of 


It were absurd to imagine oth... 
eiwise, because one of the chief and most 
distingarshing commands is, that the heart be 
Impurity of heart 
or a bad motive, breaks the command just as 
much as morder, or fraud, or false witness. 
It i3 a very erroncous notion, therefore, that 
the ** commandments” only relate to extern- 
There are commandmenis for 


havewamed and recommended- The ques- 
tion there is vot, have you done part of wiiat 
1 commanded, Not, bave you observed the 
rules which concern external morals, but 
have you observed al/ the rules of Christ's 
gospel ; and surely you would not thivk-of 
“—<.. amongst these, those rules respect- 
ingithe inner man, and the conduct and 
disgipline of the soul, which are in fact the 
gelie of and positive of the whole, 
that the expression is not so confined 
and limited as might be supposed ; but per- 
haps is as exteusive as could be chosen, It 
sets us, in one word, upon inquiry, net only 
con¢eming our duties {o man, but to God, 
not oaly concerning our actions, but our 
principles auc motives; not only. conceraing 
the decent regularity of our deporiment, bute 
the apiritue! state and exercises of our mind. 
This then we find an answer to the ques- 
tion we were asking, How shail a man know 
that he is a Christian? He may know it by 
fading that he does whatsoever his Lord com- 
maad: him. Let him. studiously and {aith- 
fully look at himselt, and inquire. how. ar his 


mtr i feelings, tastes, principles, and. 





fe-of lie are regulated’ by the fequire- 
metis andepirit of the gospel, Let him ex- 
amine how far the love of God reigns within 
him ; how far the love of hia neighbor directs 
hie conduct towards him; how far he main. 
tains a proper watch and government and 
cottrol over his passions, propensities and de- 
sires; particularly, how far be possesses that 
peculiar spirit of benevolence, meekneis, 
forbearance and hamility, which so. distin- 
gushed the character of his Lord and Master. 
He may be sure, that so far as in these 
things he goes according to the commands 
of Christ, just so far he is a Christian; and 
so far ashe is deficient in any of these, just 
so far he is no Christian. 

I am confidently persuaded, that every 
other test than this is deceitful and inade- 
quate. We may judge ourselves by any 
other standard, and only be Jed astray. But 
ifwe try ourselves by this we cannot fail 
to-know ourselves except we be wilfuily 
blind. When we find that we have the dis- 
positions and chafacter of disciples, we may 
be satisfied that we are disciples ; bul with- 
out them, all faith, and knowledge, and zeal, 
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afford not the smallest salisiaction under heav- 
en. This 1 no question of certain opigjons, 
and doctriaes, and forms, and ‘observabces, 
but of spirit and holiness: if any man have 
mot the Spirit of Christ hers rere of he :— 
without holiness no man shall see the Ford. 
Neither is it a question by what process we 
obtained this character, or whether we can 


remember its commencement, and detail its- 


progress. Theonly importart question is, 
Do we possess it? Every otber inquiry is 
swatlowed up in this. For we might repeat 
the truest stories of once-experienced rap- 
tures, and remove mountains by oar pith, 
and overcome kingdoms by our zeal ; and 
vet, if we be not “formed after Got, 10 
righteousness and true holiness,” we should 
be much nearer the school of the Pharsees 
than that of Christ. 

In regard to this subject, we have a most 
important and selema duty of self examina- 
tion ; an examination, which relates to nvii- 
ing tess than our personal claims to share the 
name of Christ, and the hope and prospect 
of our souls for eternity. Of ail questions 
which can come before us, there is nose to 
be compared to this in deep and awful‘ister- 
est; none, which it is of any consequence, 
comparatively speaking, that we should be in 
haste to settle. Let us, then, put away, for 
‘a moment, all indifference and levity, and.try 
ourselves by the standard of Christ, and as- 
certain whether we be truly his disciples.-- 
The question is not, whether we believe the 
Bible, whether we are Pagans, or Infidels. 
The enswer to this is easy, and we are too 
ready to be satisfied withit. But it relates 
to our personal claims to the hopes and prom- 
ises ofthe gospel. ‘* There are,” says a ¢er- 
tain writer,* ; ‘* two sorts of Christianity ; 
the one opposed to infidelity, the other op. 
posed to worldly mindedness.” Suppose 
thatwehave the first, and hate infidelity ; 
yet what will that avail us, if we have not al- 
so the second, and hate worldly mindedness ? 
Of what use to pat the Bible vader our arm, 
aod walk forwardin the way of sin ? Of what 
use ‘to possess the candle of the gospel, and 
boast of it, and yet put it uader a bushel, 
and go about our deeds of darkneés? 

Upon this subject it is necessary to come 
home to ourselves, and meet the interroga. 
tion openly and fairly, - It is simply, Are we 


Christians—not, were we born ina Christian | 














not, have we the Bible in our houses, and 
do we attend public worship on the Sab- 


bath. Let us not suffer ourselves to | 
be led away by aay such evasions. But Are | 


we CurisTians--in deed and in truth, at 
heart, in spirit, thoroughly, earnestly ? Do 
we receive from the scriptures of Jesus their 
holy teachings, and faithfully follow them in 
life, conversation, and temper ? 

It can avail us nothing to temporize in this 
matter, and strive to stifle the conviction of 
our deficiences. The state of things will not 
be changed by our refusing to see what it is. 
Better far that the inquiry should disturb us 
now, than that we should go sluggishly on, 
satisfied with our general standing and gener- 
al name, till it is too late to recover our- 
selves. Let us then be honest, and know 
the truth. Itcan profit as nothing to have a 
name to live, while we are yet dead; to 
walk with the followers of Christ, and yet 
not be numbered with his friends. This is 
the most dreadful of all delusions, —the more 
dreadful, Decause voluntary. God grant, 
therefore, that by a timely knowledge of our- 
selves on earth, we may escape the shame 
and horror, at the last day, of seeing our- 
selves in our true characters for the firet time; 
and of discovering, that although we have 
been all our lives long, crying out, “ Lord, 
Lord,”—yet we must be rejected as strang- 
ers, because we have not done the will of our 
Father whois in Heaven, 

Rev. H. Ware. 
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TO PARENTS, 


TRRELTGION may be traced te the bad ed- 
ucation of children, more than to any other 
cause. The whole weight of first impressions 
and early associations is in favor of this world 
and the things of this world, Sensual grati- 
fication, the indulgence of appetite and the 
pursuit of pleasure ate made to seem the 
chief good. Some parents intentionally with- 
hold religious instruction, as it pertains to 
subjects too gloomy, they think, for young 
minds. A lamentable mistake! A mistake 
that could not be made by any, who have 
right views of God and religion. Other pa- 
rents occasionally call the attention of their 
children to those things which concern their 
everlasting peace. Butis this always done 
with that affectionate earvestness, which shews 
they deeply feed the vast importance of their 


land, and baptised io @ Christian charch | instructions? Is it not too often done mere- 
and can we repeat a Christian creed ;| iy asamatter of duty, with cold formality 
*H, More’s Practical Picty. 


| a0G heartless solemnity ? 
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‘sifiags we might speak of the uslovely ideas); Sibbath; of which. appointment jhe, alier- 
of God, which are too often given to the \.wards in the book of Exodus, gives a particu. 


young, by making bim au object of othe 


and the dread of bis. disp'easure a means of 
discipline. We might also show that a dis: 
taste for his worship is created, by Goanecting 
it with unnecessary and croel restraints upon 
the vataral and innotent gayetyof childhood. 
But we hasten to another topic. 

What.ae entire disbeliefol the aaeggionce 
of religion children must acquire, fro 


tween the iostractions which are given them, 
and the life and conversation of those from 
whom the fnstructionssproceed. 
the education of children is effected chiefly 
by your character and conduct. They can 


not wnderstuad, nor will they believe so reaci- 
ly, your words as your actious.» Of course 


they think what youunay say to be somehow 


compatible with what youdo ; and t oo 
e los 
You are 
teaching them by every action, by every 
part of ee life and ‘conversation. O71 then 
let the felicity of your offspring be an ad- 
ditional inducement with you to be religious. 
Enter fpon the path of ‘life yourselves and 
steadfactly pursue it, that you may be sale 
guidesito them, Youcanaot induce the.n to go 
in one path, while you goinwanothesr. You 
mast not think it enough to point out to them 
from 2 distance the teve and living way, hed 


yourinstructions, however good, will 
upon them if your example be bad. 


must go into it withthem. It will not suffice 
that you direct them aright, you must lead 


them aright. You must be christians your- 


selves, or you will not easily persuade your 
children to become so. And,’ believe. me, 
you cannot decejve: thems» Your ‘eligion 
must be real, it must be, your delight, o 
whatever you may ‘pretead; you will often 
betray the real state of your affettions ; and 
what you love, your children will love. 
—<—ro~- 
THE SABBATH. ) 

Tue setting apart one day in seven for Te- 
ligious putes mis a divine institution of 
great satiquityameetcording to the account 
given in Genesis, it 1s nearly coeval with the 
creation, But as n0 mention whatever is af- 
terwards made of the Sabbath, until the law 
was given on Mount Sinai, some have infer. 
red that it was not instituted until then ; and 
that the sacied historian, having related(Gen- 
esis: i) the history of the creation aad of 
God’s ceasing from it omthe seventh day, then 
merely alldded to the fact, that for this rea- 
son the seventh day had been sanctilied asa 


seeing 
as they often do, the utter inconsistency be- 


Parents '— 


*) | case where he has left no ex 


. 


‘lar account.* » Buthowever this may be, cer- 
tain it is, that more than 3000 years ago thie 
command, “ Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy,” was given to the children of 
Israel by divine authority. 

The question immediately arises, by what 
authority then, do we keep holy the first day 
ofthe week instead of the seventh? | an- 
swer by the authority of Christ and his im- 
mediate diséiples. Not that Christ gave any 
command to this effect, which has come down 
to us. But we know that the disciples were 
im tlie habit of comiag together to worship, on 
the frst day. The reason of their so doiog 
is obvious. On this dayat was that their cru- 
cifiéd master rose from the dead, revived 
their expiring hopes, dispelled their. feare, 
brought immortality to light. Now. if this 
alteration in the Sabbath did not originate iv 
some express ‘direction of Christ, certainly it 
mast be granted, that he permitted it; and 
we cennot suppose, he} wouldhave allowed 
the ‘first propagators of his religion, to shew 
any dwrespect fo the institutions of Moses. 

All, that is chieflv valuable. in the Jewich 
Sabbath, is retained’'in the Christian jnstitu- 
tions One day ia seven is still to be distin- 
guished from the rest, by a general respite 
from labor, and public religious exercises. 
Sufelyit ‘cannot be a matter of the first con- 
sequence, which particular one of the seven 
days thay be thus consecrated, provided some 
one of them be set apart by an aathority suf- 
fivieat to secure. general. respect and obedi- 
efite, Our. Lord’s authority no Christan 
will question ; and the example of his imme- 
diate disciples is a sufficient guide for us, in 
sé-commands, 

Tat the Sabbath should be instituted by 
an. aathority higher than humaa, is obviously 
necessary ; for when we see how eager men 
are in their secular pursuits, we cannot sup- 
pose they ‘Would ever agrée to a general'ces. 
satin of them for one day in seven, Even 
if al! could be convinced, that come portion of 
their time ought to-be devoted to the purpos- 
es for which the Sabbath was appointed, yet 
they would never agree when and how olten 
itshould be. The convenience of all would 
not be suited by any one day ;' nor is it prob- 
able aSabbath of man’s appointment would 
be observed with any great respect, singe 
even that, which God has appointed, is so of- 











| ten disregarded, 
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* See Paley’s moral Philosophy 8 v @b, vii. 
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“be in other respects, live in the neglect of 
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ON PIETY. ‘ 
THE PLACE OF PIETY AMONGST THE VIRTUE 
How extremely defective are the charac- 
ters of those persons who, whatever they'may 


God. Nothing indeed can be more meian- 
choly, than to see somany of mankind capa- 
ble of maintaining a good opinion of them- 
selves, though they know themselves habitu- 
ally regardless of devotion and piety, inatten- 
tive to the Author of all good and little 
under the power of his fear Or love, Can 
any one seriously think, that a misbehaviour 
of this ‘kind is not as truely inconsistent with 
goodness of temper and sound virtufé, sand 
mn the same manner destructive of the found. 
ations of hope and bliss az any other misbe- 
haviour? Do neglect and ingratitude, when 
men are theobjectsof them, argue great evil 
of temper, bat none, when the Governor of 
the world is their object? Why should impte- 
ty be less criminel than dishonésty ? The {or- 
mer ofthese, it iatrue, is not generally lovk - 
‘ed upon with the same aversion and disgust 
as the latter; ror does it cause ap equal for- 
feiture of eredit and repatation in the world. 
This may be owingypartiy to the more imme- 
diate and pernicious influence of the latter of 
our own interest, and on that of ethers; but 
it is perhaps chiefly to be accounted lorifom 
a more strong inetinclive aversion, wrought in- 
to our frame against the latter, 2Tisobyious, 
this was 4 ae to preserve thépeace and 
happiness of society. But when weitonsider 
these vices ip themselvs, and ag they. appear 
to the eve of-cool and unbiassed reajon, we 
cannot think that thereis less absolute @vil in 
irreligion thao in injustice. - on 
Every man, as far as he dischargésprivate 
and social duties, is toybe loved and valued, 
nof’can any thing be satd that ought ip reason 
to discourage bim. Whatever good any per 
son does, or whatever degree of real vir 
he possesses, he is sure in some way @r other 
to be better forg though it should not be suth 
as to avail to his happiness at Jast, or save 
him from just condemnation, yet it will ot 
least render him so much the less guilty and 
unhappy. But ia truthy as long as men con. 
tinue void of religion and piety, there is great 
reason to apprehend they are destitute of the 
genuine principle of virtue, and poggess but 
little trae worth an@ goodness. ‘Their good, 
behaviour if other instances may probably 
flow more {rom the influence of instinct cod 


‘Countless hosts of barni 


| The rising sun each ies 








natural temper, or from the love of distinction, 
than from a sincere regard to what is reason- 
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able and fit as such. Were this the princi- 
pley that chiefly influenced them, théy would 
have an equal regard to all duty ; they could 


‘hot be easy in the omission of any thing, thev | 


know to be right, and especially in the habit- 
ual neglect of Elim, i whom they have in- 
finitely more to do, tha 


as well as the most fruitful source Of tranquili- 
ty and joy >. nor can he with due exactness, 


care, and faithfulness be supposed capable of | 


performing his daties to himself o: others, — 
He that is without the proper afféctions to the 
author of his being, or who does not study to 
cultivate them bv those acts and exercises, 
which are the*natural and necessary expres. 
sions of them, shouldindeed be ashamed (0. 
make any pretensions, to integrity and good- 
ness of characters ‘ The knowledge and love. 
of Deity,’ says Dr. Hutchinson, * the Wniver. 
sal mind, is as matural @ periection to stich al 
being as man,as any accomplishment to which 
We arrive by cultivating our natural disposi-| 
tions; nor is that mind. come to the properatate 
and vigor of its kind, where religion is not the 
main exercise aad delight.’— Priee on Morals 
4 ’ io . 


‘ GODISGOOD. «©. 
God is good! Each perfumed flower, 
. The Siling fielda, the dark green wood, | 
The inseet, fluttering for an hour,— 
All things Procials that God is good, 
Thear it in the rasbicg wind; 
Hills tbat have for ages stood, 


with all the world,— — 
He, that forgets Godvand his goveroment, — 
presence, and laws, wants the main support, 
and the Jiving root of inward genuine virtue, | 








And Clouds, with gold and silver linedy 
Ate still repeating; God is good. 
Eaeh little rill that many a year 
“Has the samé@ verdant path pursued, 
And every bird,in accents clear, 
Joins in the s that God is good. 
The restless main with haughty roar 
Calms each wile wave, and dillow rade, 
etreats submiesive from the’shore, 
And swells the chorus God is good. 
tars 
renew’d; 












Sing his praise with li 





In rays of zlory, God is good, 
The moon that walks in brightness says, 
God is geod !—and man, endued 
With power to speak his Makers’ praise, 
Should still repeat that God is good, 
Unit. Mescel: 
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